
                                                        

1 
 

 

Public Works Meeting Notes 
September 8, 2020 

 
 

Members Present:  Doug Vierzba, Dale Melberg, Mic Tchida, Tom Swenson  
Others Present:  Ted Strand, Mike Lyonais, Dave Nevin, Phil Martin, John Graupman, and Gordy Wagner (zoom), Dave 
Reese from Widseth, Dave Schrupp, Marcia Volz, Patty Norgaard, Bill Reed, John Andrews 
 
1. Call to Order at 4 pm.  

 
2. Approve August 3rd, 2020 Meeting Minutes.   Motion by Tchida, second by Swenson, all in favor to approve the 

notes, with the following changes on page 2 and 3. Page 2 reads “Dave Reese that…, should be Dave Reese 
stated that”. Page 3, 9th line reads “processed” and should read “process”.  

 
3. Bill Reed-Discuss Sewer Easement at Reed’s Market.  Bill Reed discussed his request to have the East West 

dedicated drainage and utility easement on land he owns north of Reed’s Market in Town Square be reduced in 
width.  Tom Swenson asked that if the width is reduced by the city, that should a need arise in the future regarding 
said easement, that Bill Reed will work with the City to accommodate.  The need for sidewalks in the Town Square 
area was discussed and Bill Reed indicated he will work with the City on same.  Dave Reese was asked to review the 
request and come back to the Commission with a response/recommendation.  Bill Reed also asked about adding fill 
to a property he owns by the Cedar Chest.  Bill is to contact Jon Kolstad.  

 
4. Bio-solids Project-John Graupman (Bolton and Menk) discussion.  John presented the attached letter summarizing 

the need for the Bio-Solids project at the WWTF.  Ted is currently working on a Pilot project to prove the concept of 
reducing the amount of Bio-solids in the event the MPCA implements changes to disposal making it more difficult 
and costly to dispose.  He indicated that parts just arrived for him to work on the project.   Given the 1.0 Million 
estimated project cost, Commission and Council members present were leery about the project given all the other 
City projects on the list as well as the fact that the MPCA has not made a decision at this point regarding changing 
disposal methods/locations.  It was felt that it might be good to complete the engineering tasks to get the project 
shovel ready.    
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5.  Discuss increase of Sewer Usage Charges ($50/month currently).    Ted presented a document showing recent 
adjustments to the sewer rate.  After discussion by the Commission, a Motion was made by Swenson, second by 
Vierzba to increase the rate to $52/month beginning in January 2021.  All in favor.  

 
6. Review Language in Current Assessment Policy Related to Roads and need to make Ordinance Amendment (see 

page 6). The discussion at hand related to Overlays of roads in the city and whether or not to assess.  The current 
policy states that overlays are assessed as an improvement (bottom of Page 6 states this, attached copy).  Most of 
recent years road work involved total reconstruction and the topic of overlays has not surfaced.  The Road Plan for 
2021 involves overlays as a way to extend the life of those roads that have acceptable base material as a method to 
reduce the overall annual cost of road maintenance.  Overlays have not been discussed or used in past years road 
work in the city until now.  Motion by Vierzba to recommend that we do assess for Overlays and that we obtain 
Benefit Appraisals for same for each project.  Second by Melberg, all in favor.  

 



                                                        

6 
 

 



                                                        

7 
 

7.  Update from Phil Martin on Storm Sewer Project. Phil Martin presented the attached document at the meeting.  
He indicated the final plans would be completed by the end of October 2020.  The plans indicate 4 locations for 
drainage ponds:  North of the Ambulance facility by the Public Safety Facility, Old Log Church, Simonson’s Lumber 
and Moonlite Square.  He indicated the county has stated that their 1978 vintage storm sewer piping has reached 
end of life and will need to be replaced; how the costs for same will be covered is under discussion. Tom Swenson 
asked if we can extend the grant for the project and what was the county’s schedule for #66 reconstruction (2024 
in past discussions for mill and overlay by the county).  He also asked if we can use the grant monies for land 
acquisition.  Mike Lyonais will continue to work with Melissa Barrick regarding an extension of the Grant.  Right 
now the grant must be used by December 2022.  Mike reiterated the need to have a real project/contract in place 
to obtain the grant monies.  We do not have this at this time.  
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8. Other Business as may arise. None 
9. Adjourn.  Meeting adjourned at 5:15. 

Notes by Dave Schrupp 

 

 

 

 


