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       STATED MINUTES 
 

                                          City of Crosslake 
Planning Commission/Board of Adjustment 

 
June 26, 2020 

9:00 A.M. 
 

Crosslake City Hall 
13888 Daggett Bay Road 

Crosslake, MN 56442 
 

1. Present: Chair Mark Wessels; Vice-Chair Mark Lindner; Randy Dymoke; Bill Schiltz; Jerome 
Volz; Kristin Graham, alternate; and Liaison Council Member Aaron Herzog  
 

2. Absent:  None 
 

3. Staff:  Jon Kolstad, Planning & Zoning Administrator and Cheryl Stuckmayer, Planner-Zoning 
Coordinator  
 

4. 5-22-2020 Minutes & Findings – Motion by Volz; supported by Schiltz to approve the minutes 
& findings as written.  All members voting “Aye”, Motion carried. 

 
5. Old Business-Variances are heard on their individual requests, past variances hold no precedents.  

Commissioners may table the request if needed and an applicant can withdraw their request.  If the 
variance(s) is/are approved, all existing nonconformities will be eliminated and will hereafter be 
required to follow the variance decision.  If a variance is denied the applicant can rebuild the 
nonconformity as is per the Crosslake Ordinance. 
5.1 Land Use Ordinance proposed changes 

Article 5, Article 10, Article 11, Article 12, Article 13, Article 26, Article 29, Article 36, 
Article 43 

 
6. New Business 

6.1 Randal L Darling Rev. Living Trust – Variance for lake setback and patio size 
6.2 Robert W & Barbara J Eng – Variance setbacks for lake, side yard, and dwelling 
6.3 Gerald M Cotten, Jr. - Variance for a lake setback 

 
7. Other Business 

7.1 Staff report 
 

8. Open Forum – No action will be taken on any of the issues raised.  If appropriate, the issues will 
be placed on the agenda of a future PC/BOA meeting.  Speakers must state their name and 
address.  Each speaker is given a three minute time limit. 
 

9. Adjournment 
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    Land Use Ordinance proposed changes 
Article 5, Article 10, Article 11, Article 12, Article 13, 
Article 26, Article 29, Article 36, Article 43 
 

Motion by Schiltz; supported by Volz to table the land use ordinance proposed changes until a face 
to face meeting can be held. 
 
 
All members voting “Aye”, Motion carried. 
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Randal L Darling Rev. Living Trust  
14210628 
 

Wessels announced the variance request and asked Kolstad to proceed.  Kolstad read the variance request, 
project details, location, impervious percentage, stormwater management plan submitted, septic design 
submitted, Development Review Team (DRT) was attended, no comments received, the DNR’s 
determination that the wetland area is part of the lake, and the history of the parcel into the record.  
Wessels stated that the parcel was originally very large, but with the DNR and FEMA determinations it 
decreases the size of the building area significantly.  Kolstad explained this parcel is a Natural 
Environment-NE lake, along with the requirements of the three lake types; General Development-GD, 
Recreational Development-RD, and Natural Environment-NE.  It was stated that the proposed structure 
request is located significantly farther back from the wetland/lake in relation to the neighboring structures.  
Wessels opened and closed the public hearing.  Wessels asked if any of the commissioners had any 
questions or additional comments, but none were forthcoming.  Wessels requested Kolstad to initiate the 
findings of fact procedure with the board members deliberating and responding to each question.  
 
 
 
June 26, 2020 Action: 
Motion by Lindner; supported by Wessels to approve the variance for: 
 

• Lake setback of 101 feet where 150 feet is required to proposed structure 
• Increase in patio size of 591 where 400 is allowed in the Shore Impact Zone 2 (SIZ2)  

To construct: 
• 3562 square foot dwelling with an attached garage (2607sf), covered entrance (100sf), and 

deck (855sf) 
• 591 square foot patio 

 
Per the findings of fact as discussed, the on-site conducted on or before 6-25-2020 and as shown on 
the certificate of survey received at the Planning & Zoning office dated 5-11-2020 for property 
located at 14551 Wildwood Drive, Sec 21, City of Crosslake 
 
Conditions:  
Chapter 26 – Land Use; Sec. 26-227 Variance Decision - Variances must be substantially completed 
within two years of receiving approval – the approval of this variance will expire on 6-26-2022 
 
Findings: See attached 

 
All members voting “Aye”, Motion carried. 
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Robert W & Barbara J Eng 
14070613 
 

Wessels announced the variance request.  Kolstad read the variance request, project details, location, 
impervious percentage, stormwater management plan submitted, septic design submitted, Development 
Review Team (DRT) was attended, two comments received (one opposed & one in favor), and history of 
the parcel into the record.  Kolstad laid out the plans for developing the lot.  Wessels asked for 
clarification on the existing setbacks and the proposed project setbacks from the lake with Kolstad 
displaying the survey and detailing the project requests.  Kevin Yeager gave an explanation of the 
proposed gutters and downspouts that would direct the water runoff to the retainage areas for his 
stormwater management plan.  Wessesls commented that the septic system (drainfield) maintenance plan 
is very important to follow.  Wessels opened and closed the public hearing.  Wessels asked if any of the 
commissioners had additional questions, but none were forthcoming.  Wessels requested Kolstad to 
initiate the findings of fact procedure with the board members deliberating and responding to each 
question.  
 
 
June 26, 2020 Action: 
Motion by Volz; supported by Lindner to approve the variance for: 
 

1. Lake setback of 46 feet where 75 feet is required to proposed addition 
2. Lake setback of 59 feet where 75 feet is required to proposed drainfield 
3. Side yard setback of 5 feet where 10 feet is required to proposed drainfield 
4. Dwelling setback of 17 feet where 20 feet is required to proposed drainfield 
5. Lake setback of 45 feet where 75 feet is required to proposed septic tank 

 
To construct: 

• 559 square foot addition where 528 square feet require a variance 
• 348 square foot deck and steps 
• Septic system  

 
Per the findings of fact as discussed and the on-site conducted on or before 6-25-2020 and as shown 
on the certificate of survey received at the Planning & Zoning office dated 5-19-2020 for property 
located at 37241 Twin Bay Drive, Sec 7, City of Crosslake  
 
Conditions: 
Chapter 26 – Land Use; Sec. 26-227 Variance Decision - Variances must be substantially completed 
within two years of receiving approval – the approval of this variance will expire on 6-26-2022 

1. Spoils/dirt to be stored on roadside of garage during construction and contained within a 
silt fence area 

 
Findings: See attached 

 
All members voting “Aye”, Motion carried. 
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Gerald M Cotten, Jr.  
14160710 
 

Wessels announced the variance request and invited Kolstad to detail out the proposal.  Kolstad read the 
variance request, project details, location, impervious percentage, stormwater management plan 
submitted, septic design submitted, Development Review Team (DRT) was attended, no comments 
received, and history of the parcel into the record.  Lindner stated the existing structure location will be 
moved back from the lake with the current proposed lake setback request.  Schiltz said that there was a 
defiant difference from reviewing it on the paper copy versus attending the June 25, 2020 on-site, which 
showed that the location of the project is a good fit for the property.  Wessels opened the public hearing 
with no response, therefore the public hearing was closed.  Wessels asked if any of the commissioners had 
any questions or additional comments, but none were forthcoming.  Wessels requested Kolstad to initiate 
the findings of fact procedure with the board members deliberating and responding to each question.  
 
 
 
June 26, 2020 Action: 
Motion by Schiltz; supported by Dymoke to approve the variance for: 
 

• Lake setback of 38 feet where 75 feet is required to proposed dwelling 
 
To construct: 

• 1,569 square foot structure where 1,070 square feet require a variance 
• 675 square foot deck   

 
Per the findings of fact as discussed, the on-site conducted on or before 6-25-2020 and as shown on 
the certificate of survey received at the Planning & Zoning office dated 5-18-2020 for property 
located at 14398 Rabbit Lane, Sec 16, City of Crosslake 
 
Conditions:  
Chapter 26 – Land Use; Sec. 26-227 Variance Decision - Variances must be substantially completed 
within two years of receiving approval – the approval of this variance will expire on 6-26-2022 
 
 
Findings: See attached 

 
All members voting “Aye”, Motion carried. 
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Other Business: 
      1.   Staff report 
 a.  Monthly city council report 
 b.  Development Review Team (DRT) had no June monthly meetings  
 c.  July public hearing applications consist of one variance and one CUP 
 d.  July DRT consists of 5 applications 
 e.  Short Term Rental Ordinance approved 6-9-2020  

• Short term rental – 30 days or less rental limit 
• Owner that is renting is required to register at Crow Wing County each year 
• Current certificate of installation or compliance inspection is required to be on file 
• No holding tanks 

f.  Discussion on maintenance of house hold, such as grass mowing requirements  
• Enforcement was part of the discussion; how, who, fee 
• This item is put on hold with a possibility of it being included on a city council agenda for the 

council members take on it or another discussion held in conjunction with the ordinance 
change 

 
Open Forum: 
      1.   Norgaard of the Whitefish Area Property Owners Association (WAPOA) explained what the 
association stands for, their mission, current campaigns, other groups they work with and how COVID-19 
has changed their sponsored events.  Such as the Walleye Run will be virtual this year with the funds 
going to the Pequot Lakes and Crosslake food shelves.  She also stated that everyone that comes up to the 
Crosslake area has the same goal as WAPOA.  A current campaign is a Protect Our Waters (POW) 
sticker.  Norgaard explained the membership and the cost to join along with how WAPOA funds are 
spent.  Norgaard invited Kolstad of Crosslake Planning and Zoning to come to a meeting to explain the 
start to finish public hearing process. 
 
      2.    Nevin asked how our recent move to the new office was coming along.  Nevin spoke about his 
recent stop at city hall and his desire to see things speeded up in the organization of the office (putting this 
away).  Nevin also stated he would like to see city hall opened up, with Kolstad explaining that the city 
hall staff was working on putting things away as well as taking care of all of the staff full time duties.  
Kolstad also stated that the city hall is open to the public to assist anyone that would like a face to face 
discussion, with face masks required per the COVID-19 city hall policy.   
 
Matters not on the Agenda: 
      1.   There were no matters not on the agenda 
 
Motion by Wessels; supported by Lindner to adjourn at 10:35 A.M. 
All members voting “Aye”, Motion carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Cheryl Stuckmayer 
 
Cheryl Stuckmayer 
Planner-Zoning Coordinator  


