
ADMINISTRATIVE DECISION 

APPLICANT NAME: Christopher J. Blaskowski 

PROPERTY LOCATION:  Block 2, Lot 8, Timber Trail 
Township 137, Range 27, Section 9 
Crosslake, MN 56442 
PID: 14090579 

APPLICANT REQUEST: Waiver of the requirement for obtaining a variance for a driveway sideyard 
setback. 

ISSUE: The City of Crosslake Land Use Ordinance requires a 10-ft sideyard setback for new driveways per 
Table 26-308B. The easement for access along the south property line of the affected parcel is only 13-
feet in width. 

FACTS: The 10-ft sideyard setback requirement went into effect on April 14, 2014, after the County took 
over the Planning and Zoning Functions of the City. Prior to the above mentioned date, the parcel was 
granted an easement from LOBO Properties LLC, to construct a driveway within a 20-ft access easement 
along the West boundary of Parcel # 14090577. The Access easement narrows down to 13-feet and 
continues along the southern property lines of parcel #s 14090577, 14090578, 14090579 and 14090580, 
according to the survey on file dated 7/9/2013. This easement was granted to allow the property 
owners unrestricted access to their parcel. 

ANALYSIS: There is no feasible solution to fit a useable driveway and meet the 10-ft sideyard setback 
within the 13-ft access easement. Based on the fact that the easement was granted prior to the 
implementation of the 10-ft setback Ordinance rule, it is unreasonable for the city to require the 
property owners of parcels 14090578, 14090579 and 14090580 to obtain a variance to access their 
properties. 

DECISION: The property owner shall not be required to obtain a variance for construction of a driveway, 
not meeting the 10-ft sideyard setback, to access the property. 

This administrative decision is limited to the facts of this particular property. The City of Crosslake has 
not researched title or easement records since the 7/9/2013 survey was completed.  

___________________________________________ _______________ 
Name Signature of Zoning Administrator or Designee Date 
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