
 
 

CITY OF CROSSLAKE 
 

PLANNING COMMISSION/BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT  
January 23, 2026  

9:00 A.M. 
 

Crosslake City Hall 
13888 Daggett Bay Rd, Crosslake MN 56442 

(218) 692-2689 
 

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 
 
 

Applicant:  Loren L & Brenda M Isensee  
 
Authorized Agent:  N/A  
 
Site Location: 11906 Harbor Lane, Crosslake, MN 56442 on Rush Lake - GD   
 
Variance for:  

• Lake setback of 46 feet where 75 feet is required to proposed dwelling structures 
  
To construct: 

• 28’ x 50’ dwelling where approximately ½ of the square footage is within the SIZ2 
setback  

• 14’ x 32’ deck where approximately ¾ of the square footage is within the SIZ2 setback  
• 6’ x 18’ covered deck that appears to meet setbacks 

 
Notification:  Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Chapter 462, and the City of Crosslake Zoning 
Ordinance, you are hereby notified of a public hearing before the City of Crosslake Planning 
Commission/Board of Adjustment.  Property owners have been notified according to MN State 
Statute 462 & published in the local newspaper.  Please share this notice with any of your 
neighbors who may not have been notified by mail.   
       

Information:  Copies of the application and all maps, diagrams or documents are available at 
Crosslake City Hall or by contacting the Crosslake Planning & Zoning staff at 218-692-2689.  
Please submit your comments in writing including your name and mailing address to Crosslake 
City Hall or (crosslakepz@cityofcrosslake.org).              

 

mailto:crosslakepz@cityofcrosslake.org


 
                          STAFF REPORT 
 
 
 

Property Owner/Applicant:  Loren L & Brenda M Isensee 
 
Parcel Number(s):  14180570 
 
Application Submitted:  November 14, 2025    
 
Action Deadline:  January 13, 2026 
 
City 60 Day Extension Letter sent / Deadline: NA    /     NA  
 
Applicant Extension Received / Request:   NA    /     NA     
 
City Council Date: NA 
 
Authorized Agent:  N/A 
 
Variance for: 

• Lake setback of 46 feet where 75 feet is required to proposed dwelling structures 
  
To construct: 

• 28’ x 50’ dwelling where approximately ½ of the square footage is within the SIZ2 setback  
• 14’ x 32’ deck where approximately ¾ of the square footage is within the SIZ2 setback  
• 6’ x 18’ covered deck that appears to meet setbacks 

 
Current Zoning: Shoreland District 

 
Existing Impervious Coverage:   Proposed Impervious Coverage: 
           9.5%                             10.6%    

• A stormwater management plan was submitted with the variance application  
• Compliant septic compliance inspection on file dated 10-29-2024 

 
Parcel History:   

• Golden Sands established in 1945 
• May 1984 – Basement & 24x24 garage 
• August 1988 - Septic 
• May 2021 – Water oriented accessory structure – 120 sf; dirt moving 
• February 2025 – Variance approved for a lake setback of 52 feet where 75 feet is required 

to proposed deck and dwelling addition.  To construct a 480 square foot dwelling addition, 
448 square foot deck and 72 square foot proposed covered deck  

• October 2024 – Last septic compliance inspection on file is dated 10-29-2024 
 

Agencies Notified and Responses Received: 
County Highway Dept: N/A 
DNR: No comment received before packet cutoff date  
City Engineer: N/A 
Lake Association: No comment received before packet cutoff date  



Crosslake Public Works:  No comment received before packet cutoff date  
Crosslake Park, Recreation & Library: N/A 
Concerned Parties: Comment(s) received 
 
POSSIBLE MOTION:   
To approve/table/deny the variance to allow: 

• Lake setback of 46 feet where 75 feet is required to proposed dwelling structures 
To construct: 

• 28’ x 50’ dwelling where approximately ½ of the square footage is within the SIZ2 setback  
• 14’ x 32’ deck where approximately ¾ of the square footage is within the SIZ2 setback  
• 6’ x 18’ covered deck that appears to meet setbacks 

 
As shown on the certificate of survey dated 10-28-2025 

 
 
 











From: Cross Lake PZ
To: Jody Grund; Cheryl Stuckmayer
Subject: Fw: 11906 Harbor LN variance
Date: Tuesday, December 23, 2025 1:09:55 PM

From: Doris Butler <dorisbutler25@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, December 23, 2025 1:09 PM
To: Cross Lake PZ <crosslakepz@cityofcrosslake.org>
Subject: 11906 Harbor LN variance
 

IRONSCALES couldn't recognize this email as this is the first time you received an email from this
sender dorisbutler25 @ gmail.com

We have no issues with the proposed variance
and approve of it

Edward and Doris Butler
11856 Harbor Ln, Crosslake, MN 56442

mailto:crosslakepz@cityofcrosslake.org
mailto:jgrund@cityofcrosslake.org
mailto:cstuckmayer@cityofcrosslake.org




From: Cross Lake PZ
To: Cheryl Stuckmayer
Subject: Fw: Support for Variance Request – 11906 Harbor Lane
Date: Tuesday, December 30, 2025 10:38:42 AM

From: Scott Larson <scottylars@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, December 26, 2025 4:16 PM
To: Cross Lake PZ <crosslakepz@cityofcrosslake.org>
Subject: Support for Variance Request – 11906 Harbor Lane
 

IRONSCALES couldn't recognize this email as this is the first time you received an email from this
sender scottylars @ gmail.com

Dear Crosslake Planning & Zoning Staff,

We are writing to express our support for the variance request submitted by Loren L. and
Brenda M. Isensee for the property located at 11906 Harbor Lane on Rush Lake.

We are the next door property owners and have received the public hearing notice regarding
the proposed remodel and construction. We have reviewed the information provided and are
comfortable with the proposed plans, including the requested lake setback variance. The
Isensees are wonderful neighbors, and we believe their project will be completed thoughtfully
and in a manner that fits well with the surrounding properties and character of the area.

In addition, we do not have any concerns with the proposed dwelling and deck improvements
and are supportive of the City granting the requested variance.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide input. Please feel free to contact us if additional
information is needed.

Sincerely, 
 

Scott & Stacy Larson 
11920/11922 Harbor Ln
Crosslake, MN 56442
612-991-7174
 
 

mailto:crosslakepz@cityofcrosslake.org
mailto:cstuckmayer@cityofcrosslake.org


From: Cross Lake PZ
To: Jody Grund; Cheryl Stuckmayer
Subject: Fw: Variance for 11906 Harbor Lane, Crossake
Date: Wednesday, December 24, 2025 8:03:23 AM

From: Kathleen Leavitt <ktleavitt@icloud.com>
Sent: Tuesday, December 23, 2025 8:42 PM
To: Cross Lake PZ <crosslakepz@cityofcrosslake.org>
Subject: Variance for 11906 Harbor Lane, Crossake
 

IRONSCALES finds this email suspicious! We know Kathleen Leavitt by name, but the email was
sent from an unfamiliar address ktleavitt @ icloud.com | Know this sender?

Hi,
We live at 11872 Harbor Lane , Crosslake MN. We are neighbors right next to Loren and
Brenda Isensee main house. We will like to support their variance for remodeling the small
cabin. We are not able to attend the public hearing. We have no objections to the variance and
approve it per the letter that was mailed out.

Thank You
Paul and Kathleen Leavitt
11872 Harbor Lane
Crosslake, MN 

mailto:crosslakepz@cityofcrosslake.org
mailto:jgrund@cityofcrosslake.org
mailto:cstuckmayer@cityofcrosslake.org
https://members.ironscales.com/sights/info/MTQ5ODM0NzM3MQ:1vYEqX:lZRQujjttBDXqYyOKMObJ8DXCw4pz5PJ4xFAThQDiXs/


From: Cross Lake PZ
To: Jody Grund; Cheryl Stuckmayer
Subject: Fw: Variance for 11906 Harbor Lane, Crosslake: Loren & Brenda Isensee
Date: Tuesday, December 23, 2025 1:29:23 PM

From: shannonmwatters@gmail.com <shannonmwatters@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, December 23, 2025 1:28 PM
To: Cross Lake PZ <crosslakepz@cityofcrosslake.org>
Subject: Variance for 11906 Harbor Lane, Crosslake: Loren & Brenda Isensee
 

IRONSCALES couldn't recognize this email as this is the first time you received an email from this
sender shannonmwatters @ gmail.com

Hello and Merry Christmas!!
 
We are neighbors of Loren (Butch) and Brenda Isensee and received your letter about the
variance they requested.  We are in full support of the requested variance and hope that
they receive full approval on it.  They are very conscientious of the water quality and
preserving the natural state of their property.  We fully expect that they will do all they are
able to make sure that nature is not harmed as they do their improvements on their
property.
 
Please let us know if we can help in any way to give evidence or feedback to support our
position.
 
Thanks and wishing you a very blessed day!
Scott & Shannon Watters
11850 Harbor Lane, Crosslake
218-692-7750
shannonmwatters@gmail.com
 

Life isn’t about waiting for the storm to pass… it’s about learning to dance in the rain!!
 

mailto:crosslakepz@cityofcrosslake.org
mailto:jgrund@cityofcrosslake.org
mailto:cstuckmayer@cityofcrosslake.org
mailto:shannonmwatters@gmail.com






                                         
 

  City of Crosslake Planning Commission/Board of Adjustment 
 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

SUPPORTING / DENYING A VARIANCE REQUEST 

A Variance may be granted by the Planning Commission/Board of Adjustment when it is found 
that strict enforcement of the Land Use Ordinance will result in a “practical difficulty” 
according to Minnesota Statute Chapter 462.  The Planning Commission/Board of Adjustment 
should weigh each of the following questions to determine if the applicant has established that 
there are “practical difficulties” in complying with regulations and standards set forth in the 
Land Use Ordinance. 
 
1.   Is the Variance request in harmony with the purposes and intent of the Ordinance? 
      Yes              No       
    Why: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  Is the Variance consistent with the Comprehensive Plan?  
     Yes             No       
     Why: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.   Is the property owner proposing to use the property in a reasonable manner not permitted by  
      the Land Use Ordinance? 
      Yes            No       
      Why:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
4.  Will the issuance of a Variance maintain the essential character of the locality? 
      Yes       No       
      Why: 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
5.   Is the need for a Variance due to circumstances unique to the property and not created by 
the property owner? 
     Yes           No          
     Why?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6.   Does the need for a Variance involve more than economic considerations? 
      Yes       No       
      Why:  

 
 
 
 
 
 




