
 
CITY OF CROSSLAKE 

PLANNING COMMISSION/BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT  
May 26, 2023  

9:00 A.M. 
Crosslake City Hall 

13888 Daggett Bay Rd, Crosslake MN 56442 
(218) 692-2689 

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 
 

Applicant:  Underwood Real Estate LLC  
Authorized Agent:  Paul Skogen of Hy Tech Construction  
Site Location: 12292 Manhattan Pt Blvd, Crosslake, MN 56442 on Big Trout - GD   
Variance for:  

• Bluff setback of 0 feet (ft) where 30 ft is required to proposed dwelling 
• Bluff setback of 0 f where 30 ft is required to proposed patio 
• Bluff impact zone encroachment of 12 feet +/- where none is allowed for a proposed patio 
• Dirt moving in the bluff impact zone, where Chapter 26 states dirt moving in a bluff impact 

zone is prohibited, except for the placement of stairways, lifts, or landings permitted under 
Section 26-313, for a proposed patio 

• Dirt moving in the bluff setback zone, where Chapter 26 states dirt moving in a bluff impact 
zone is prohibited, except for the placement of stairways, lifts, or landings permitted under 
Section 26-313, for a proposed dwelling and patio 

To construct and allow: 
• 2,451 sf dwelling where 1,299 sf are within the bluff setback  
• 1,726 sf patio where 748 sf are within the bluff impact zone & 978 sf are within the bluff 

setback  
• Dirt moving of 425 cy consisting of 100 cy in the bluff impact zone & 325 cy in the bluff 

setback for a proposed dwelling & patio 
 
Notification:  Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Chapter 462, and the City of Crosslake Zoning 
Ordinance, you are hereby notified of a public hearing before the City of Crosslake Planning 
Commission/Board of Adjustment.  Property owners have been notified according to MN State 
Statute 462 & published in the local newspaper.  Please share this notice with any of your neighbors 
who may not have been notified by mail.   
       

Information:  Copies of the application and all maps, diagrams or documents are available at 
Crosslake City Hall or by contacting the Crosslake Planning & Zoning staff at 218-692-2689.  Please 
submit your comments in writing including your name and mailing address to Crosslake City Hall or 
(crosslakepz@crosslake.net).              

 

mailto:crosslakepz@crosslake.net


 
                          STAFF REPORT 
 
 
 

Property Owner/Applicant:  Underwood Real Estate LLC 
 
Parcel Number(s):  14060874, 14060875 
 
Application Submitted:  April 10, 2023    
 
Action Deadline:  June 8, 2023 
 
City 60 Day Extension Letter sent / Deadline: NA    /     NA  
 
Applicant Extension Received / Request:   NA    /     NA     
 
City Council Date: NA 
 
Authorized Agent:  Paul Skogen of Hy Tech Construction  
 
Variance for: 

• Bluff setback of 0 feet (ft) where 30 ft is required to proposed dwelling 
• Bluff setback of 0 f where 30 ft is required to proposed patio 
• Bluff impact zone encroachment of 12 feet +/- where none is allowed for proposed patio 
• Dirt moving in the bluff impact zone, where Chapter 26 states dirt moving in a bluff impact 

zone is prohibited, except for the placement of stairways, lifts, or landings permitted under 
Section 26-313, for a proposed patio 

• Dirt moving in the bluff setback zone, where Chapter 26 states dirt moving in a bluff 
impact zone is prohibited, except for the placement of stairways, lifts, or landings permitted 
under Section 26-313, for a proposed dwelling and patio 

To construct and allow: 
• 2,451 sf dwelling where 1,299 sf are within the bluff setback  
• 1,726 sf patio where 748 sf are within the bluff impact zone & 978 sf are within the bluff 

setback  
• Dirt moving of 425 cy consisting of 100 cy in the bluff impact zone & 325 cy in the bluff 

setback for a proposed dwelling & patio 
 

Current Zoning: Shoreland District 
 

Existing Impervious Coverage:   Proposed Impervious Coverage: 
           13.2%                         24.8%    

• A stormwater management plan was submitted with the variance application  
• Certificate of Installation is in our file dated 10-14-2022  

 
Parcel History:   

• May 1991 – Deck and septic system, 
• May 2016 – After the Fact Variance for water-oriented accessory structure with a zero bluff 

setback 
• July 2016 – Land Alteration – stairway, walkway, water-oriented accessory structure, 

retaining wall(s), dirt moving 



• December 2021 – Land Alteration – lift, landing, vegetation removal 
• June 2022 – 30x36 accessory structure with 690 square foot auxiliary living, upgrade septic 

system 
• October 14, 2022 – Certificate of Installation 

 
Agencies Notified and Responses Received: 
County Highway Dept: N/A 
DNR: Comment(s) received 
City Engineer: N/A 
Lake Association: No comment received before packet cutoff date  
Crosslake Public Works:  N/A 
Crosslake Park, Recreation & Library: N/A 
Concerned Parties: No comment received before packet cutoff date  
 
POSSIBLE MOTION:   
To approve/table/deny the variance to allow: 

• Bluff setback of 0 feet (ft) where 30 ft is required to proposed dwelling 
• Bluff setback of 0 f where 30 ft is required to proposed patio 
• Bluff impact zone encroachment of 12 feet +/- where none is allowed for proposed patio 
• Dirt moving in the bluff impact zone, where Chapter 26 states dirt moving in a bluff impact 

zone is prohibited, except for the placement of stairways, lifts, or landings permitted under 
Section 26-313, for a proposed patio 

• Dirt moving in the bluff setback zone, where Chapter 26 states dirt moving in a bluff 
impact zone is prohibited, except for the placement of stairways, lifts, or landings permitted 
under Section 26-313, for a proposed dwelling and patio 

To construct and allow: 
• 2,451 sf dwelling where 1,299 sf are within the bluff setback  
• 1,726 sf patio where 748 sf are within the bluff impact zone & 978 sf are within the bluff 

setback  
• Dirt moving of 425 cy consisting of 100 cy in the bluff impact zone & 325 cy in the bluff 

setback for a proposed dwelling & patio 
As shown on the certificate of survey dated 4-13-2023 
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From: Frie, Jacob (DNR)
To: Cheryl
Cc: "Pete Gansen"; "pat wehner"; MN_Ordinance Review (DNR)
Subject: RE: 5.26.2023 PC/BOA
Date: Thursday, April 20, 2023 9:18:10 AM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png
image003.png
image004.png
Agency_Underwood Real.pdf

Good afternoon Cheryl:
 
Concerning the Underwood Real Estate, LLC variance(s) application, the MN DNR offers the following
comments:
 
The COS shows a significant existing bluff within the northern 1/3 of the property. The requests
represent severe deviations to the Ordinance standard of 30 feet from the top of a bluff of mostly
new construction. Physically, development that encroaches on bluff tops can accelerate soil erosion,
loading, and slope failure. Aesthetically, development that encroaches on bluff tops can compromise
or eliminate the natural appearance of this topographic feature in shoreland areas. Therefore, they
are important areas to avoid new or expansion of existing infrastructure where feasible and
practicable.
 
As this is a new construction (i.e., scrape and re-build) project on 2 parcels of record with substantial
buildable area (likely more than 18,000 sq. ft), there appears to available buildable area on the
parcels for the entire project to move backwards, away from the bluff impact zones. The rear lot
area is topographically flat, with the septic tanks being located apx. 54 feet from the proposed rear
of the attached garage. Therefore, with a re-design of the parking areas and stormwater
management plan, the projects could be moved perhaps up to 40 feet to the rear of the lot to still
meet minimum septic tank setbacks (10 feet) and drainfield setbacks (20 feet).
 
The DNR strongly suggests a revised alternative to this proposal in order to better comply with the
variance acceptance criteria parts 26-225 (3) a, c, and d of the Crosslake Land Use Ordinance – and
therefore does not recommend approval of the current proposal.
 
Thank you for your time.
 
Jacob Frie
Area Hydrologist | Division of Ecological and Water Resources

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
1601 Minnesota Drive
Brainerd, MN, 56401
Phone: 218-203-4367
Email: Jacob.frie@state.mn.us
mndnr.gov

mailto:Jacob.Frie@state.mn.us
mailto:crosslakepz@crosslake.net
mailto:pgansen@crosslake.net
mailto:prw41@yahoo.com
mailto:ordinance.review.dnr@state.mn.us
mailto:Jacob.frie@state.mn.us
http://mndnr.gov/











 
CITY OF CROSSLAKE 


PLANNING COMMISSION/BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT  
May 26, 2023  


9:00 A.M. 
Crosslake City Hall 


13888 Daggett Bay Rd, Crosslake MN 56442 
(218) 692-2689 


PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 
 


Applicant:  Underwood Real Estate LLC  
Authorized Agent:  Paul Skogen of Hy Tech Construction  
Site Location: 12292 Manhattan Pt Blvd, Crosslake, MN 56442 on Big Trout - GD   
Variance for:  


• Bluff setback of 0 feet (ft) where 30 ft is required to proposed dwelling 
• Bluff setback of 0 f where 30 ft is required to proposed patio 
• Bluff impact zone encroachment of 12 feet +/- where none is allowed for proposed patio 
• Dirt moving in the bluff impact zone where 0 cubic yards (cy) are allowed for proposed patio 
• Dirt moving in the bluff setback where 0 cy are allowed for a proposed dwelling and patio 


To construct and allow: 
• 2,451 sf dwelling where 1,299 sf are within the bluff setback  
• 1,726 sf patio where 748 sf are within the bluff impact zone & 978 sf are within the bluff 


setback  
• Dirt moving of 425 cy consisting of 100 cy in the bluff impact zone & 325 cy in the bluff 


setback for a proposed dwelling & patio 
 
Notification:  Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Chapter 462, and the City of Crosslake Zoning 
Ordinance, you are hereby notified of a public hearing before the City of Crosslake Planning 
Commission/Board of Adjustment.  Property owners have been notified according to MN State 
Statute 462 & published in the local newspaper.  Please share this notice with any of your neighbors 
who may not have been notified by mail.   
       


Information:  Copies of the application and all maps, diagrams or documents are available at 
Crosslake City Hall or by contacting the Crosslake Planning & Zoning staff at 218-692-2689.  Please 
submit your comments in writing including your name and mailing address to Crosslake City Hall or 
(crosslakepz@crosslake.net).              


 



mailto:crosslakepz@crosslake.net
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SCALE


PO Box 847, 
Alexandria, MN
320-815-3143


The plans furnished herewith were prepared 
upon request by draftsperson who are not 


registered architects or professional engineers 
and are for information purposes only.  


Woodland Home Design,LLC makes no 
warranties whatsoever either expressed or 


implied as to merchantability or fitness for a 
particular purpose and places any user(s) on 


notice that reliance upon said plans shall be at 
the sole risk of the user(s).  the selections of 


correct structural materials and the application 
of architectural principals is a precise art.
The responsibility for which reset with the 


builder, the owner, or the user of these plans.


Disclaimer Of 
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  City of Crosslake Planning Commission/Board of Adjustment 
 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

SUPPORTING / DENYING A VARIANCE REQUEST 

A Variance may be granted by the Planning Commission/Board of Adjustment when it is found 
that strict enforcement of the Land Use Ordinance will result in a “practical difficulty” 
according to Minnesota Statute Chapter 462.  The Planning Commission/Board of Adjustment 
should weigh each of the following questions to determine if the applicant has established that 
there are “practical difficulties” in complying with regulations and standards set forth in the 
Land Use Ordinance. 
 
1.   Is the Variance request in harmony with the purposes and intent of the Ordinance? 
      Yes              No       
    Why: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  Is the Variance consistent with the Comprehensive Plan?  
     Yes             No       
     Why: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.   Is the property owner proposing to use the property in a reasonable manner not permitted by  
      the Land Use Ordinance? 
      Yes            No       
      Why:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
4.  Will the issuance of a Variance maintain the essential character of the locality? 
      Yes       No       
      Why: 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
5.   Is the need for a Variance due to circumstances unique to the property and not created by 
the property owner? 
     Yes           No          
     Why?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6.   Does the need for a Variance involve more than economic considerations? 
      Yes       No       
      Why:  
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